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his three opponents. Alan 
narrowly lost to the Canadian 
number one, but made it into 
the repocharge, where he first 
beat England then defeated an 
Australian opponent.  In the 
middleweight division it was a 
very similar story with Nic 
Dorman losing his first fight 
against a Canadian fighter, but 
again making it to the 
repocharge where he went on 
to dominate his next two 
Canadian competitors to take 
the bronze. 

NZ heavyweight, Matthew 
Beach won silver overall after 
losing the final to Canada 6-3. 
However it was a hard fought 
run to the final, with Matthew 
also having to face his team 
mate Dafydd Sanders, in the 
preliminaries, winning that 
match by Golden-Point in the 
sudden death play-off after 
Dafydd was leading right 
through to the end of the third. 

Dafydd Sanders won his first 
match impressively with a big 
points win over another 
Canadian heavyweight. After 
going down to Matthew, he 
faced Australia in the 
repocharge with the win going 
to the Australian. 

Fellow NZ team heavyweight 
Michael Marsh won the 
bronze after 3 tough matches. 
He went down in his first 
fight, then made the 

repocharge after his fighter 
made it to the final. He won 
his next bout and then secured 
the medal after defeating the 
Australian fighter who had 
earlier beaten Dafydd. 

Hayley Schofield in the 
female middleweight division 
still managed to secure a 
bronze after losing her first 
fight to a much taller Canadian 
opponent, and Diana Kasad 
lost her first match against 
Canada in the female 
bantamweight division and 
missed out on the repo charge 
after her opponent failed to 
make the finals. 

TNZ also sent two 
international referees to the 
event. Master Vijay Chhika, 
and Master Stan Wagner 
gained some valuable 
international experience, with 
Master Chhika coming away 
with the “Best Referees 
Award”. 

Thankyou’s go out to the TNZ 
management team of Master 
Matt Ransom and Master 
Mike Hannah for organising 
the trip away. Also a big 
Thankyou to Master Jin Keun 
Oh (National Team Coach) 
and Bren Dorman (Team 
Doctor) for their help and 
advice. Overall New Zealand's 
team of seven won 1 Silver, 
and 4 Bronze medals.   

Winnipeg, Canada 2008—by 
Alan Brian 

TUNZ was well represented at 
the commonwealth 
championships this year, with 
all 7 athletes members of the 
Union. 

This was the first WTF 
sanctioned tournament where 
an official NZ team were 
required to compete using the 
new Lajust electronic body 
pads. These are a little bit 
different to the adidas body 
pads. Rather than just 
registering power, you’re 
required to wear not only the 
body pad, but also sensors on 
your feet. A point is scored 
only when your instep or heel 
make clean contact with the 
body pad with enough force. 
Three corner judges still 
manually score headshots and 
punches. 

The NZ team were allocated 
some training time on the 
Friday to have a play around 
with the new body pads and 
feet sensors. After having a 
practice all members of the 
team including coaches and 
officials, were pretty happy 
with how the new technology 
performed. 

Sunday saw the senior 
sparring. NZ lightweight Alan 
Brian took home a bronze 
medal after defeating two of 
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Taekwondo New Zealand Inc 
Referee Development and 
Certification Programme 2008. 

Taekwondo New Zealand (TNZ) 
has completed its initial Referee 
Certification programme. Three 
seminars have been held 
throughout New Zealand this 
year. The first was held in 
Rotorua, the second in 
Wellington and the last seminar 
in Christchurch. 

Overall, the seminars have been a 
great success and positive 
feedback has been received from 
every seminar. 

Altogether, there were 62 
participants spanning the three 
seminars, and 40 were from the 
Union.   Of these, 12 obtained 4th 
class level, 40 obtained 3rd class 
and 4 obtained 2nd class level 
with 6 papers still to be marked. 

4th Class is the beginner level 
referee where as the 1st Class is a 
level that would require the 
referee to be ready and close to 
becoming an International 
Referee. 

Here is a brief outline of what the 
weekend covered -  Emphasis on 
body language, posture and 
projection of voice.  The role of 
the referee and the qualities 
needed to be a good referee. The 
3 main qualities that were 
prevalent through all three groups 
in all seminars were; Safety of the 
competitors, knowledge of the 
rules and to be fair and consistent. 

The participants were shown the 
electronic scoring system and got 
to set up the systems (Technical 

assistant role). This was 
followed by the practical side 
of refereeing.  Participants 
were taken through the referee 
hand signals, procedures for 
knockdowns and knockouts, 
injury time, issuing of 
warnings and deductions etc. 
Participants got up 
individually and showed what 
they had learnt with the 
overall results showing that 
they had a good to excellent 
understanding of how to 
perform the centre role 
(Referee). 

The theory test. The test was 
an open book test where the 
participants were able to use 
their referee manual and ask 
for clarification of the 
questions from the presenters. 
After half an hour they could 
group together to go through 
questions and give each other 
feedback. We found this way 
worked best and used this for 
the second and third seminars 
because they were able to 
understand the question and 
come to a better conclusion 
where as in the first seminar, 
the participants took the exam 
away and posted it in within 
two weeks. 

As part of the development 
and certification, the referees 
have a sheet inside their 
referee books that records all 
seminars and tournaments they 
attend. This is then used when 
the referee wishes to progress 
up a level. It is their 
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Christchurch Seminar 

responsibility to keep this 
updated and safe. 

To have top level athletes 
you need to have top 
level referees. All athletes 
start at a basic 
understanding of the rules 
and time in the ring. 
Referees follow a similar 
path. The referee 
development and 
certification programme 
offers a realistic start 
level for the novice 
referee and advances 
through to one day 
becoming an International 
referee officiating at 
Oceania Championships, 
Commonwealth Champs, 
World Champs and 
Olympic Games. 

We now have 62 certified 
referees. This means for 
National and regional 
competitions we will 
have more people helping 
out. This was evident at 
the recent TNZ nationals 
Champs where for the 
first time we were not 
struggling to find 
referees. 

This will lead to having 
better court/ring 
management and will free 
up the more experienced 

Wellington Seminar  



As it was highly unlikely that 
Peter Shaw would submit an 
article on himself, 3 of his ex 
Christchurch students, all now 
senior black belt members, 
have written this article 
instead. 
Peter originally ran a club in 
Dunedin, before moving to 
Christchurch and starting up a 
new club (Christchurch 
Olympic) which has just 
celebrated its 15th 
anniversary.  Not bad for 
someone who was told it 
wouldn’t last 12 months.  As 
the years went by, along with 
running the club, forming the 
club as an incorporated 
society, taking gradings, 
persuing the goal of getting 
NZOC recognition for the 
Union in New Zealand (along 
with several other Union 
members),  Peter was also 
planning and fundraising to 
have a proper dojang, one that 
the club would own, decorate 
and have real mats.  Finally a 
building was found for the 
right price, but with a huge 
amount of work to be done 
before it could be trained in.  
Every spare moment club 
members and helpers would 
be down at the site, scraping, 
and knocking out walls, and 
building and painting and god 
knows what else.  Of course 
this was done amongst work, 
family time, home chores, and 
training – but no matter how 
often you managed to show up 
to help with one thing or 
another, Peter was always 
there.  He put in an amazing 
amount of hours, so many that 
most wouldn’t even be close 
to guessing how much.  But it 
was all worthwhile, the dojang 
we needed was finally 

complete, has seen many an 
athlete enter and win medals 
overseas, and is now also the 
Union National training 
centre. 
While Peter was living in 
Christchurch, he was a central 
figure of not only the ChCh 
Olympic TKD club, but also 
of our tournament team 
trainings and tournaments.  
Every Saturday, every 
weekend of the year (minus 
Christmas and New Year 
breaks), regardless of weather, 
Peter would be at the dojang 
by 845am to spend the next 2 
hours of his day motivating, 
pushing and generally 
challenging the members of 
the tournament class to do 
their very best.  He was 
imaginative in the games he 
thought up to keep us 
motivated and interested, yet 
somehow I am sure watching 
us all attack each other as hard 
as we could was somehow 
very entertaining for him too.  
When a particularly important 
tournament was looming, you 
could count on Peter to be 
there to help you train during  
holidays, prior to, during or 
after general classes, as well 
as Saturday mornings.  A few 
firm words could increase the 
speed and power of kicks 
being thrown, even if the body 
was ready to stop.  With all 
the effort and dedication he 
put into the fighters, every 
time we stepped onto the mat, 
we also knew we had someone 
behind us who believed in us 
100%, and wanted a 
successful outcome just as 
badly as the fighter 
themselves. 
Peter also linked the club to 
other 
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brilliant organisations 
such as Seido Karate, 
and Kennedy’s Karate, 
which could only be a 
positive thing for the 
members.  Peter 
encouraged physically 
and mentally challenged 
people to take up the 
sport, and encouraged 
other club members to 
help them through those 
tough times.  He always 
knew who was 
struggling whether it be 
physically or at home or 
work and managed to 
offer just enough support 
without over doing it. 
He made the 
Christchurch Black Belt 
members work hard for 
their grade, which 
ensures they respect 
themself, each other, and 
are respected by all club 
members.    Peter and his 
family now live in 
Timaru, and Peter runs 
the tournament team for 
that club, and of course 
is the Vice President of 
the Union, plus the Vice 
President of TNZ 

Christchurch Olympic Dojang 

Wellington Referee Seminar 
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Not only is she one of our top 
junior athletes, Lyteshar 
Drewery has accomplished 
something that many of us 
never will.  In September she 
was appointed the student 
representative on the Board of 
Trustees at Stratford High 
School .  Attending the 
monthly board meetings will 
give Lyteshar experience in 
new skills including 

governance and leadership and 
I’m sure she will be kept extra 
busy with this achievement at 
school, along with training for 
her busy tournament circuit, 
attending referee seminars and 
instructing! Lyteshar also goes 
on the spirit of adventure  in 
January for leadership skills. 
Congratulations Lyteshar!  

 
 

BOP Development Day 

On Saturday the 1st of 
November, a group of northern 
Union clubs were invited to 
participate in the Waikato-Bay of 
Plenty Development Tournament 
hosted by Garry Carpenter's 
Welcome Bay Olympic Club. The 
Wellington region have for many 
years been running an annual 
development event which is what 
inspired the northern clubs to do 
the same. So keeping things in the 
same spirit, the theme of the day 
was 'development, participation 
and experience'.  The competition 
was based on an inter-club format 
rather than a formalised 

tournament style. WTF 
competition rules were 
observed, but for many 
matches the organisers applied 
a No-Head Contact rule, so 
that first time competitors of 
all age groups could get in the 
ring and have a go. This 
proved to be a very popular 
concept and with over 80 
competitors participating, the 
day was a resounding success. 
All players were presented 
with a 'Certificate of 
Participation' for their efforts.  
It was also an excellent 
opportunity for referees and 

judges to get some mat-
time in and up skill, along 
with the aspiring coaches 
who were able to prepare 
and coach players for the 
first time. Based on the 
success of this event it is 
envisaged that this will 
become an annual event 
held in Tauranga for the 
Northern Region Union 
clubs. Participating clubs 
were Edgecumbe, 
Matamata, Omamarautu, 
Otakiri, Waiotahe Ki 
Opotiki, Welcome Bay 
Olympic, Auckland and 
Central Olympic. 
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Lyteshar Drewery 
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Another successful 
Oceania Champs was 
held in Auckland two 
weekends ago.  The 
NZ Team performed 

very well, and the 
Union congratulates 

all members who 
competed especially 
those who gained a 

gold, silver or bronze 
medal 

2009 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

JANUARY   

FEBRUARY  

  
MARCH                                                                             14-15                                          TBC 

                                                                    Instructors Camp                       NZ Open (TNZ) 

                                                                        Wellington 
APRIL   

MAY                       TBC                                                   16&17 

            North Island Champs                                     Tans 

                     New Plymouth                                  Gold Coast 
JUNE                                                                                                                             27 

                                                                                                                South Island Champs 

                                                                                                                     Christchurch 
JULY   

AUGUST   

SEPTEMBER                                                                                                                               26-27 

                                                                                                        Union National Club Champs 

                                                                                                                            Wellington 
OCTOBER                                                       TBC 

                                            Top of the South 
                                                  Blenheim 

NOVEMBER   

DECEMBER  

  


