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NZ Team Manager, Master
Michael Hannah provides a
report on the New Zealand
Team's time away at the 2008
WTF Junior World
Championships. The New
Zealand Team Travelled to
Izmir, Turkey to attend the 7th
World Junior Taekwondo
Championships. The team

very hectic. Registration is
done at four different desks
and finally photographs. The
only Turkish words we knew
were hello and thank you,
which can make it very
entertaining when you are
trying to correct spelling etc.

6th May

arrived in good spirits with one Team training was held at our

athlete carrying a minor injury
and another unwell with a
throat infection. Both were
well looked after by the

NZ Team Medical Staff and
were able to compete. The
team, which consisted of 3
Union athletes and 4 Union
Officials, was: -

Song Bae, Randy Javier,
Malcolm Holmes, Amir Ansari
-Pour, Yeong Kim, Dallas
Carr, Lyteshar Drewery ,
Sonnja Grubmayr, Master
Michael Hannah - NZ Team
Manager , Master Jin Keun

hotel followed by the weigh-in
for Song. The weigh-ins were
also a big learning curve

for our junior members as

up to 90 athletes can be
weighed in for one division at
any one time.

7th May (Competition Day 1)
The warm up room was the
size of a basketball court. It
was being used by close to
500 athletes all warming up,
team chants, the sounds of
pads being smashed and yells
from athletes and coaches in
numerous languages. Plus

Oh - NZ Team Coach, Dr Brenofficials with loud hailers

Dorman - NZ Team Doctor,
Jan Dorman - Female Team
Medical Support, Phil
Bolstad - NZ Team Trainer

4th of May

The team arrived in a

slightly jet-lagged state at
midnight on the Sunday night.

5th of May
Registration

trying to find fighters and
retrieve body shields and
helmets. Song was faced with
a two hour delay after
warming up and being issued
with his pads. But he started
out strongly with numerous
attacks. His opponent then
started to score off the
counters and was up 4 nil by
the end of the second. By the
end of the third round it was

day. The NZ management teansix nil. The fighting this day

made sure that we had the
whole team and all
documentation at the ready
when the doors opened. To
understand registration there
were at least 90 countries to
register all at once so it was

did not finish to after midnight
and the finals were held the
next day.

8th of May (Competition Day
2) Next up was Randy
who drew Israel. This was a

very close fight with both
scoring clean points and at the
end of three rounds it was 2-2.
Unfortunately it was not to be
our day and Randy lost on
golden point. But this was a
good performance.

9th of May (Competition Day
3) Yeong was the first of

three Kiwis to compete on
Day 3 and was unlucky not to
be in front after the first round
when the referee stopped the
fight to question why a head
kick did not score. At the end
of the second round it was 1-2.
But with some smart fight
management on Yeong's
behalf it was 1 - 1 after his
opponent was given two
warnings with 5 seconds to go
in the 3rd round. Yeong then
scored with a head kick to win
3-1 and gain the first win for
New Zealand. His next
opponent was Russia and

he lost 6-1. But this was still a
great achievement and the 3rd
win for New Zealand at the
Junior World

Championships in the last two
years.

Sonnja drew a fighter from the
very strong team of Belarus
and lost 7 nil after Belarus was
scoring on the counters and
Sonnja was playing catch-up
after the first round and trying
to score with head kicks to
reduce the margin. Malcolm
was our last fighter of the day
and was up against Greece
losing 3 - 1 in a very good
contest. Both Sonnja and
Malcolm still performed with
great spirit for New Zealand

... continued over page
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10th of May (Competition Day  draw which saw him through along at the hotel and in
4) to the top 16 and up against a true Kiwi fashion we
Amir was our first fighter up for  very skilled Canadian who had even had the locals

the day against Ireland and he  a huge reach advantage. Dallagnvolved and some of the
scored strongly on the counters countered this by staying in  Hotel Staff

racing away to an 8-1 victory! close and jamming finishing  singing Beatles numbers
His next opponent did not show behind the Canadian 3-1. with a Turkish accent

up and he was through to the top which everyone enjoyed.
16 and matched against the Overall this is the best result 12th of May

eventually 3rd placed Canadian. for a New Zealand team at the

This was a close fight and could Junior World Championships. Time to start the long

flight home for some

have gone e|ther_wa_y with Two wins _and one loss on and this started at 4pm

Canada finally winning 2-0 after golden point, plus two were :

Amir lost int after t ked in the top 16. Th ¢ local time. 2 hours later
mir lost a point after two ranked in the top 16. Three o they were on a 2 hr 30min

warnings. this team,, if they continue to

flight to Munich. 3hrs
30mins on the ground
then an 11hour 30 minute
flight to Hong Kong, 3
hours in Hong Kong and
then a 10 and half hour
flight to Auckland. Living
in the most beautiful
country in the world is
great but it really takes a
lot out of you when it
comes to travel!

train and perform, will be able
Lyteshar was matched up agains to attend the next World
Oh USA and the first two rounds Championships in Mexico and
were very close before USA shot build on the experiences they
ahead in the third with some hear have learnt at this event.
kicks to win 7-1.

Lyteshar Drewery and Master

That night, TNZ President
11th of May (Competition Day ~ Grandmaster Kim treated the
5) NZ Team and Officials to a
Dallas was our last fighter up anc farewell dinner followed by
he received a very favourable  speeches and karaoke singing

Malcolm Holmes vs Greece

* + ,

On Saturday 5th January where Vaughan is stationed
Vivienne Luckman (nee with the Navy as an Officer in
Fountain) was married to Education with the title of
Vaughan Luckman in Te Puna Sub Lieutenant. Vivienne is a
just outside of Tauranga. senior member at the Union's
Vaughan looking very dapper Auckland Taekwondo Club as
in his Navy Uniform on the well as being a top New

day and Vivienne looking very Zealand team poomsae
glamorous as the blushing competitor. We wish

bride tied the knot the Vivienne and Vaughan all

at a family ceremony held at  the best for their future.
one of Vaughan's relatives

houses in a beautiful setting

overlooking the Tauranga

harbour.

Both Vivienne and Vaughan

moved to Auckland in 2007



The Taekwondo Stadium
in Athens
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Up close and Personal with
Union President Master
Matt Ransom- Part One.

At the 2008 Union Annual
General Meeting, Matt was re-
elected as Union President for
his third consecutive term.
Matt has been serving the
Union on it's management
committee and executive
council since 1994. Here is the
first instalment of a two part
interview with Matt as he
shares some of his backgroun
on how he got started plus his
philosophy on being a black
belt.

Matt's start in Taekwondo;
Like most kids growing up in
the mid-seventies we would
go along to the movies and
watch the Kung-Fu features
that were very popular at that
time and this really blew our
minds. Being right into sport
and playing rugby, hockey and
competing in athletics | was
naturally attracted to the

physical aspects of the martial save on bus fares | sometimes

arts as well. But what really
got me was the individuality
of it.

One day, my father saw my
brother and | play-fighting and
rather poorly trying out some
martial art moves we had seer
at the movies. He said, “Well
boys, if you want to fight like
that you better learn how to do
it properly”. So he enrolled us
in a new Taekwondo club that

had just started and | was
immediately hooked. In fact
my Dad and older sister also
joined in and took the classes.

After a year and getting my
Green Tab we had to stop
training because of the
distance and cost involved in
travelling to and taking the
classes back then. We were
living in the country and the
classes were held in town
which put pressure on my
Mum and Dad, (I come from a
big family). But a few years
later when | was a teenager
and we had moved to the city,
| found another class under a
Korean Master and while | had
to start all over again as a
white belt, | didn't hesitate
and was back in class doing
what | loved.

This meant getting myself to

continue my training, and to
top it all off, | had just got
back to Green Tab rank again!
After searching around some
more | found another new
Taekwondo club and joined
up, only to be told that | had to
enrol as a beginner all over
again. So | was actually a
white belt three times, and had
to re-start my training on two
separate occasions. But it
didn’t deter me at all because |
loved Taekwondo so much.

“Taekwondo is all about
perseverance and | learnt some
hard lessons as a student and
particularly as a youngster
training in an environment
with mainly adults and at a
time when there were no ‘Kids
-Only’ classes and no safety
padding or equipment. | got
thrown around, hurt, | cried
and found out fast that no one

the classes and paying my owr cared. | had to learn quickly

way as well. My life involved
working part-time after school
and then racing down to
classes four times a week. To

had to bribe my brother to use
his skate-board to make the
two kilometre run to get to the
classes on time. (If you were
late, you suffered at the hands
of the older members during
sparring).

Sadly, my Master, Yong Taek
Chung 6th Dan, could not gain
his permanent residence and
had to leave New Zealand.
That meant | was unable to
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Paul Foley, the Warrington
Taekwondo Instructor in
Dunedin recently returned
from the trip of a lifetime with
his wife Alison. For two
months Paul and Alison
toured Singapore, UK, Italy
and Greece and although

how to pick myself up, dust
myself off and get stuck back
in.

| was also very fortunate to
have trained under Master
Chung as he was the most
influential Master | had as a
young student. The hard
training, blood, sweat and
tears paid off and | feel that |
am also very fortunate today
to be part of organisations
such as the Union and
Taekwondo New Zealand
where | can continue to train
under many great Masters and
Coaches”.

&

Paul couldn’t miss his
taekwondo training
completely and managed to
train in Singapore, at
Warrington TKD near
Manchester UK and on board
the cruise ship around the
Greek islands. He felt the

loved their trip both agree that training was very similar to

there is no place like home
and New Zealand is definitely
the best country to live in.

ours. Some Instructors
emphasized quicker shorter
kicking and others different
combinations.
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It is with sadness and
regret that | inform you
that Master Norm
Edwards wife Lucy
recently passed away
after a battle with
cancer.

Lucy's support of
Taekwondo in the Bay
of Plenty and the Union
was huge over the
years and she will be
greatly missed.

On behalf of the Union,
it's members and the
Taekwondo community,
1 would like to pass on
our deepest sympathy
and condolences to
Norm and his family at
this time.

Regards, Matt Ransom

President - Taekwondo
Union of NZ
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By Lee Miller.
The family that plays together

The Miller family of Tauranga
have made Taekwondo what
they do together as a family
and have continued to share
that philosophy with many
other families & students over
the years

It all started in 1996 when
Landon Miller was newly
enrolled at Tauranga Boys
College and looking for a
sporting activity. Lee Miller
his Dad took him along to a
Taekwondo club that had beer
recommended to him. Before
2 weeks had run both father
and son were immersed &
pursuing this martial art
together.

A few months later daughter
Nicki was expressing interest
in joining in, so at the age of
11yrs became the third
member of the Miller family
involved in Taekwondo. A
couple of year’s later mum
Debbie decided she needed ta
get fitter to keep up so joined
also and became an active
member.

While in the NZ Taekwondo
Federation at Kesi O’Neil's
club Lee, who has a strong
tertiary teaching background
and Debbie were used
extensively in teaching Kesi's
students, some of whom
returned to TK when Lee set
up his own club Taekwondo
Oropi

One of the real highlights for
us while we were in the
federation was a trip to South
Korea. There must have been
at least thirty members and
parents from the BOP clubs
that went. Lee and Nicki went
with Nicki competing in the
Korean Open. The Korean
organising committee also
linked this competition with a
cultural festival event in 2000.
It was a great 2-3 wks soaking
up Taekwondo in its country

of origin. During this period
we stayed in a privately ownec
university and attended
numerous activities, including
Korean wrestling, Kukkiwon,
National Park and traditional
music and dance, Buddhist
Temples and monasteries to
name a few. Not least the
Korean Open competition
where NZ was well
represented. Nicki fought six
fights to gain a silver medal,
which was pretty good for a
14yrs old black tab from NZ.

Lee gained his Kukkiwon
black belt in early 2001,
Landon & Nicki later in 2001.
Taekwondo Oropi was
established in 2004 by Lee at
this stage still with NZ
Federation. With the advent of
TNZ becoming the only WTF
approved org and other goings
on within Federation he
realised that all his students
would be significantly
disadvantaged if he did not
connect to TNZ. After
weighing up all the options
carefully Lee decided to join
TUNZ. Not only was TUNZ a
very significant player in

TNZ, its organisation
appeared both transparent anc
accountable. It would also
offer Lee his family and
students the greatest overall
support.

Oropi is a small country
district just south of Tauranga
City and where the Miller
family live and run their
businesses. Taekwondo Oropi
is predominantly made up of
families with membership

stable at about 30-35 students.

Debbie gained her Black belt
is now the Instructor at Oropi

Nicki progressed from the
Korean Open and was in the
NZ team for six years and
competed at 3 World
Championships. Having
completed her degree in Sport
and Exercise Science at
Auckland University in 2006

it was great when she returned
to Tauranga as an instructor at
Tauranga Taekwondo. All
those years of learning and
competing for NZ are now put
to good purpose for our
students.

In early 2007 Taekwondo
Tauranga was set up in a very
central location in Tauranga
City, this group has grown
rapidly and is already bigger
than Oropi. Landon returned
this year after qualifying as a
mechanical engineer and
trying out other martial arts
and is now starting to
contribute in both Taekwondo
and his specialty Self Defence.

Senior belt training is held at
Oropi two times monthly after
normal training, so all seniors
continue to grow and the time
invested enhances the quality
of training across the full
membership. As the Senior
Instructor Lee attends and
plans all training sessions at
both venues and has overall
responsibility and leadership.

The first Oropi student to
grade to black belt, Garry
Carpenter this year reopened
the Union Welcome Bay club
which seems to have got off to
a flying start.

Lee would like to
acknowledge the support of
Master Matt Ransom in our
decision to move from
Federation to TUNZ. Itis
surprisingly difficult to switch
allegiances and not something
you do lightly. Matt was very
supportive in this transition
and continues to support and
give us the room to develop
and grow.

56 #6
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John Schofield, Business

Manager of The Union

recently hosted a "sports
theme" Boardroom luncheon

for National Bank custo
which included Mana

Transport and Barry Maister
of the New Zealand Olympic

Committee (NZOC) as
special guests.

At the luncheon the

Vijay Chhika, Technical

www.tunz.net.nz
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The 2008 Top of the South

tournament was held

lovely town of Kaikoura in
April. This was an excellent

opportunity was taken for

Director for The Union to

formally acknowledge Mana
Transport's sponsorship of the international teams to the
Union through the transport of Olympics, World

mers, our mats to various

tournaments throughout NZ

free of charge for
approximately the past 10
years, by way of a small
presentation.

In addition a further
presentation was made to
Barry Maister of the NZOC

for his strong personal interest

Olympic TKD club which
opened up last year, and
assistance from the
Christchurch Olympic

in the

first tournament for some and Taekwondo club.
a great chance for those

wanting extra experie

nce

before the likes of Tans, and

the North and South |

sland

Champs. The tournament ran

very smoothly thanks

to the

hard work of the Kaikoura
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On Wednesday 30th April,
Union President Master Matt
Ransom attended the New
Zealand Olympic
Committee's official launch of
the 100 Day Countdown to
Beijing and first look at the
official uniforms of the New
Zealand Olympic Team. Matt
was there on behalf of
Taekwondo New Zealand in
his capacity as Secretary
General and accompanied
TNZ President, Grandmaster

Tae Kyung Kim. New Zealand
is sending 3 athletes to
compete in the Taekwondo
event at the Olympics. Earlier
that day, both Matt and
Grandmaster Kim also
participated in the NZOC
Annual General Assembly. It's
great to see our sport being
included in the Olympic
movement.

and work done on behalf of
the NZOC, in the selection of

Championships and other
International tournaments for
a period of approximately 6
years prior to the formation of
TNZ. He also strongly
encouraged the formation of
this independent body (TNZ)
representing all tackwondo
organisations in NZ and their
athletes.
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