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approximately 40 students.  Of 
these, two are 2nd Dan Black 
Belts, one is a first Dan Black 
Belt and two are Junior Black 
Belts.  Due to it being a small 
town many students gained 
their black belts prior to 
finishing College and have 
since moved out of the town to 
their prospective careers.  The 
majority of these students still, 
when they come home, call 
into the club and join in the 
training.  So, Norm also 
created strong role models for 
this small community.    

In 2008 he started another club 
in another outskirt township of 
Opotiki called Omarumutu.  
This group started with 12 
students and now has over 25 
students ranging in ages from 
4yrs to 40+yrs. 

Norm also helped assist other 
Eastern Bay of Plenty clubs by 
travelling to these clubs and 
assisting in trainings where 
needed.     

Norm had a strong passion for 
Taekwondo and this showed 
through his training of his 
students.  He helped train 
many students some of whom 
have participated in 
tournaments overseas and 
represented New Zealand 
well.  But, all this aside, he 
brought these students 
together.  The clubs were run 
with students as young as 4yrs 
old through to 50yrs old, yet 
the feeling of one group, 
family, was felt strongly.  He 
achieved this be making sure 
that his groups always trained 
together.  He would call a 
Marae Training at least once a 
year where other Club 
Instructors from outside the 

BOP Region were asked to 
come and train these groups 
by spending the weekend with 
all the Eastern Bay of Plenty 
TKD clubs at a Marae.  This 
weekend always ensured that a 
comradeship was created as 
well as knowledge gained.  All 
those who trained at these 
Marae Trainings always went 
home tired, sore, but feeling 
proud of their 
accomplishments. His last 
group training was at one of 
these Marae trainings one 
week prior to his passing.  

We will always remember his 
sayings such as; “don’t be a 
poofter” when training and not 
giving their best, or when 
coming up to a tournament 
like this he would say “show 
those city slickers what us 
country bums can do”. 

“Uncle” Norm Edwards has 
given up many of his hours on 
a volunteer basis to train 
students in the Marital Art of 
Takewondo.  His time and 
efforts has helped many grow 
confidence, leadership skills 
and other positive attributes.  
We will all miss him dearly. 

 

By Trish Cronin 

By all accounts Master Norman 
Edwards had a way with all 
those he met and touched the 
hearts of all those who sought 
out his knowledge and trained 
with him. 

Norm, or Uncle Norm, as he 
was called by all those who 
were trained by him, has been 
involved in Taekwondo for 
more than 20 years.  He started 
his training in Kawerau gaining 
his 1st Dan Black Belt in 
December 1987.  He gained his 
current 4th Dan status in 2002 
and was one of the main group 
of people who helped start the 
Taekwondo Union of New 
Zealand.   

Norm had many students in the 
Bay of Plenty region train 
under him over the years.  He 
started the Kawerau Club 
which Ross Hayes now runs, as 
well as running the Lake 
Rotoma Club which is no 
longer operating.  He also 
started a club in the outskirts of 
Opotiki in a township called 
Waiotahe in 1995.  This group 
became too big for the small 
hall and in 1998 moved into the 
Opotiki township gaining the 
name Waiotahe Ki Opotiki 
TKD.  This club is still going 
strong with a current role of 
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TAEKWONDO UNION OF                

NEW ZEALAND BLACK BELT     
COMPETITORS OF THE YEAR 

 
Junior Female: Sarah Vergeer 

Junior Male: Chris Casey 
 

Senior Female: Hayley Schofield 
Senior Male: Nic Dorman 

 
Poomsae: Samantha Knox, Staci Knox,      

Marlies Nieuwstraten  

2008 New Zealand 
Taekwondo Olympian, 
Matthew Beach recently 
married his fiancé Claudia 
Rodriguez in Giradot, 
Colombia on the 7th July. 
Matthew competed on the New 
Zealand team at the World 
Championships in Denmark 

earlier this month.  The 
Union congratulates Claudia 
and Matthew on their 
marriage and wishes them 
every happiness and a great 
future. 

  

  

Our Union Olympian gets married !  

 
WTF World Champs 

Denmark, October 2009 
Union members selected 

 
Alan Brian 

Tneal Wilson 
Dafydd Sanders 
Malcolm Tester 

Hayley Schofield 
Mike Hannah (Official) 
Bren Dorman (Official) 

 
WTF Junior World Champs 

Mexico, March 2010 
Union members selected 

 
Sarah Vergeer 
Chris Casey 
Mark Tee 

Matt Ransom (Official) 
Mike Hannah (Official) 
Bren Dorman (Official) 

 

 
WTF World Poomsae Champs, 

Egypt, December, 2009 
Union members selected 

 
Staci Knox 

Samantha Knox 
Marlies Nieuwstraten  

Sharon Knox (Official) 
 



This year’s North and South 
Island Champs were held a 
month apart and again saw 
some excellent top 
competition from both 
experienced and up and 
coming athletes.  Thanks must 
go to the clubs who take it 
upon themselves to organize 
the event, and their members 
and families who work hard 
behind the scenes.  The Union 
is pleased with the number of 
officials stepping up to gain 
ring time at these events and 
will continue to work on 
keeping these members 
rewarded and up-skilled. 

 

Our National Club Champs  
held in Wellington last month, 
although not the largest we 
have held, saw some 
exceptional talent and a record 
number of Poomsae entries.  
Over the last 2-3 years 
Poomsae numbers have 
increased dramatically which 
is great to see, especially with 
another team entering the 
World Poomsae Champs again 
this year.   

 

National Black Belt Results 
are as follows:  

Junior Black Belt Female 

Fly Weight                                       

1st Alyssa Ong -  Christchurch                   

2nd Kaysea Cronin - Bay of 
Plenty 

Light Middle            

1st Talanu Lavery - Wellington 

2nd Selena Chhika - Lower 
Hutt                    

Middle 

1st Emma Burnip  - New 
Brighton                   

2nd Olivia Hogg - Blenheim                       

Junior Black Belt Male 

Finweight 

1st Josh Loman - Wellington                   

2nd Kim Hyunseop -  Chch 

Flyweight 

1st Ace Neudeck – Wellington 

2nd Te Riini McLean – Bay of 
Plenty                    

Welterweight 

1st Malcolm Holmes - 
Auckland                      

2nd -Michael Son - Tauranga                       

Heavyweight 

1st Jordey Russell - Taranaki                 

2nd Bradley Sauer – Bay of 
Plenty 
Senior Black Belt Female 

Lightweight 

1st Tracy Coleman - Upper 
Hutt  

2nd Kayla Maangi – Bay of 
Plenty               

3rd Chelsea James – Bay of 
Plenty   

 Middleweight 

1st Lyteshar Drewery  - 
Hawera                         

2nd Waimarea Sullivan – Bay 
of Plenty                       

Senior Black Belt Male  

Featherweight 

1st Alex Rings  - Palmerston 
Nth                 

2nd Dave Aldridge – 
Wellington 

3rd Shannan Green  - 
Wellington                        

Lightweight 

1st Iain Collis  - Upper Hutt                    

2nd Corey James – Bay of 
Plenty                    

Welterweight 

1st Liam Stewart – Blenheim 

2nd Gabriel Abreu - 
Wellington                   

3rd You-Jae Lee – Victoria 
University                       

Black Belt Veteran Female 

Heavyweight 

1st Rowena Sanders - 
Welington                                           

2nd Hayley Storey  - 
Tauranga                       

Black Belt Veteran Male  

Welterweight 

1st  Ken Glassenbury - 
Christchurch                   

2nd Adrian Noble - New 
Plymouth                   
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Middleweight 

1st Robert Ross – 
Christchurch 

2nd Mark Harland  - 
Palmerston Nth                 

3rd John Shaw  - 
Taranaki                 

Heavyweight 

1st Paul Bingham - Kapiti                        

2nd Murray Steele – 
Lower Hutt   

3rd Paleti Murphy - 
Wellington 

Poomsae 

Senior Female 
Blackbelt 

1st Marlies Nieuwstraten 
– Wellington 

2nd Zoe Fountain – 
Palmerston North 

3rd Belinda Lan – 
Wellington 

Junior Female 

1st Staci Knox – Lower 
Hutt 

2nd – Samantha Knox – 
Lower Hutt 

3rd – Olivia Hogg 
Blenheim 

Senior Male Blackbelt 
1st  Gabriel Abreu – 
Wellington 

2nd David Taylor – 
Auckland 

Junior Male Blackbelt 

1st Oscar Doorne – 
Paraparaumu 

2nd Ace Neudeck – 
Wellington 

3rd Josh Lamb - Dunedin  
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21st Century martial art, as 
each is important to the 
continued growth of WTF in 
New Zealand. Taekwondo as a 
martial art allows for the 
teaching of various forms- 
traditional kicking and 
punching, along with the 
Hapkido side (Taekwondo's 
Korean sibling martial art). 
Taekwondo as a sport provides 
the magic X factor. 

What do I like about 
taekwondo? 

Fun, Friendship and Fitness. 
Never forget it is meant to be 
fun. Let friendships envelope 
you. Each class will reminded 
you that it is physically 
demanding. 

Why am I an instructor? 

When you become a Black 
belt, you are acknowledged as 
having enough skill to be able 
to begin practicing your 
martial art. I had come to the 
point where I wanted to teach 
and show others taekwondo. 
Instructing is a huge 
responsibility that is not to be 

taken lightly. As an 
instructor, I feel you must 
always be morally 
correct. For, while you 
may be teaching the 
martial art, you are being 
looked upon be your 
students as a pillar of 
their society. Failure in 
their eyes, is 
unredeemable. As the 
saying goes, "the bigger 
they are, the harder they 
fall"- the higher you rate 
in someone's opinion, the 
lower you will fall when 
you disappoint them. 

What do I want to get 
out of taekwondo? 

I am now 43 years old. At 
30 I got fat. At 40 my 
body stopped recovering 
as fast as it used to. What 
I want out of taekwondo 
is to keep a fit and 
healthy body and mind. 
Everything new that you 
learn keeps you young. 
When you stop learning, 
stop pushing your 
boundaries, you stop. You 
are finished. 

Every year we lose members who 
go overseas to check out the rest 
of the world but with modern 
technology we can keep in touch. 
Vanessa Beel from the Green 
Island club has kindly given us an 
update on where she is now: 

 

Currently Vanessa is working on 
a super yacht (private luxury 
yacht not a cruise liner) called 
Icon as a stewardess. It is a 
62metre yacht with 17 crew and 
up to 12 guests and after recently 
cruising around the 
Mediterranean it is now based in 
Holland.  Vanessa has been trying 
to train at different taekwondo 
clubs around Europe but just as 
she would find them the boat 
would move on again, so she has 
concentrated on her own 
individual training. The crews on 
both her boats were interested in 

taekwondo, so she has been 
teaching them taekwondo 
which has been great fun not 
only to have people to train 
with but to keep her coaching 
skills continuing. 

Vanessa has done quite a lot 
of travelling to different 
countries such as France, 
Holland , Italy and Slovina, 
with it being such a novelty to 
just hop on a train or hire a car 
and within a short time she is 
in a different country.   

Vanessa came back home to 
NZ in June for 2 months, and 
competed in the South Island 
Champs in Christchurch in 
Poomsae. She came second in 
her division and then won the 
best black belt overall.  She 
really enjoyed catching up 
with everyone again and felt 
like she had never been away.  
Vanessa was really impressed 

to see how many 
competitors are choosing 
to enter Poomsae 
competition and can see it 
is definitely a growing 
area in taekwondo.   

She plans to stay working 
on yachts for the next 4 
years or so as it is such an 
amazing opportunity to 
see the world. She is 
getting married next 
March to her fiancé 
Joseph Begley, (who also 
works on the yacht with 
her) in Arrowtown, and 
will probably live there 
once they return for good 
– and maybe even open 
up a club there. 

We wish Vanessa all the 
best for her travelling and 
look forward to seeing 
her when she comes back 
to visit New Zealand.�
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Name: Garry Carpenter 

Taekwondo Qualifications: 2nd 
Dan, Referee 

Role within the Union: Web Site 
Developer 

Background 

I began my taekwondo education 
in 1986 under Master Matt 
Ransom while I was studying at 
Otago University, way back in the 
days of the federation. From there 
I resurfaced in 1995, working in 
Matamata and training under 
Mark Osmond. My current 
resurgence in the martial art 
began in 2004. Training under 
Lee Miller at Oropi, I finally 
succeed in gaining my black belt. 
Then in 2008, I became an 
instructor, taking over the 
Welcome Bay Club from Wendy 
O'Neil. 

Why the martial art of 
Taekwondo- WTF style? 

For me, Taekwondo has two 
distinct and mutually exclusive 
parts- 1) the Martial Art and 2) 
the Sport. Each has a place in a 


