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Two of our senior Union
Masters, Mike Hannah and
Matt Ransom were recently
inducted into the NZ Martial
Arts Hall of Fame. Held in
Wanganui on the 7th

November, Master Hannah anq

Master Ransom were part of a
special evening ceremony that
included 14 other inductees
from a wide range of martial
art styles throughout New
Zealand. These included
Karate, Jiu Jitsu, Aikido and
both WTF and ITF
Taekwondo.

First formed in 1997, and
founded by Shihan Dave
Millar, the New Zealand
Martial Arts Hall of Fame is a
non-profit organisation that
recognises the contribution of
Kiwi martial artists and the
support of their families. With
links to both the Australasian
and World Karate Union Halls
of Fame, this award and
induction acknowledges long-
serving Masters and helps to
promote their styles amongst
the wider New Zealand Matrtial
Arts community. Inductees are
first nominated by previous
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inductees and have to meet a
strict criteria before their
nominations are voted on by
the Hall of Fame Board
members.

hree nominations were
received of which only sixteen
applicants were selected.
This was also the first time
that WTF-style
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Inductee was then invited to
talk about their experiences as
martial artists in New Zealand.

In his acceptance speech
Master Mike Hannah talked

For the 2009 Awards, twenty- about his early days and recent

international experiences and
thanked his members and
families for their support.
Master Matt Ransom also
acknowledged and thanked his

Taekwondo Masters have beel family and students and talked

inducted into the Hall of Fame
which up until now has been

about his early days as a
student learning Taekwondo in

dominated by both Karate and Levin and how important this

ITF Taekwondo.

The Awards

ceremony included an
Inductee Class of 2009 photo,
followed by an official
welcome and speeches from
invited guests which included
Wanganui City Councillors
and international inductees.
The evening event involved a
dinner for all inductees, past
and present along with their
families and students and this
was a good opportunity for
everyone to share stories and

award was for WTF style
Taekwondo in New Zealand.
Both Master Hannah and
Master Ransom have pledged
to become active members of
the Hall of Fame and will fully
support it's objectives and
continue to ensure

that everyday Kiwi's who
practice martial arts
throughout our communities
are recognised for their
contributions along with that
of their families and students.

The Union congratulates both

network. This was followed by Master Mike Hannah and
the induction ceremony where Master Matt Ransom on their

each recipient was presented
with their official plaque, a
specially embroidered black
belt and a certificate. Each

recent induction.
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Korea. Only three other Union  anq js also still very
members have been previously actively involved in the

presented with Commendations Union providing on-
from the Kukkiwon here in going management and
New Zealand. So this is again support at a senior level.
great acknowledgement of the All three are Examiners
depth of expertise we have in and regularly attend

the Union and is a fantastic sem_inars, hos_t events and
achievement for our three most Officiate at U.n.|on and
recent recipients. TNZ competitions. They

also travel overseas with

When the Kukkiwon considers Taekwondo in various

The Union is proud to granting these commendations, capacities which is also
announce that at a recent they look carefully at the an important part of a
special seminar held in recipients involvement in Master-Instructor's
Auckland by the World Taekwondo and whether they development. They are
Taekwondo Headquarters - are active Masters who are all very worthy
Kukkiwon, three Union positive minded and are recipients and this was
Masters were recognised for ~ continually involved in reflected in their being
their contribution to the Taekwondo at a national or

awarded these

development of Taekwondo.  international level. Everyone g onqations.

Masters Greg O'Brien, Ken will agree that when an i

Glassenbury and Vijay Chhika Instructor obtains the rank of ~ The Union congratulates
each received official Master-Instructor it is Masters Greg O'Brien,
important to not only continue  Ken Glassenbury and

'Letters of Commendation’ to further develop one-self, but Vijay Chhika on their

from the Kukkiwon and were

resented these by the to also contribute back to Commendations. It's
grandmasters in a};tendance Taekwondo at a higher-level gre?(t_ o Sez har_d- I
i working and active
which included World than just your own club. . g < y
Poomsae Champion, Both Greg O'Brien and Vijay ~ involved Kiwi Masters

Chhika ran the TNZ Referee  being recognised

Grandmaster Ik-Pil Kang, 8th - ification Seminars last year internationally for their

commendations are in fact 210 are both active WTE_ " ongoing contrbution to
very rare and are ot International Referees. Ken Tgekwondo and at th?
y Glassenbury has served the  highest of levels here in
New Zealand.
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The Matamata and Cambridge  spectators exemplified the  participation were Master

Clubs (Instructor Heather Coffey) ideals of what WTF Matt Ransom (Union
hosted the 4th in this year's serie Taekwondo is all about. President), Michelle
of the Northern Region Where there were marked  \aurice (Union Executive

Development Days. The idea differences in player ability, member) and Master
behind the development day is the dominant player toned vgrick Neal (TNZ
participation from those club down their efforts in order tc Administrator). The clubs
members who have never entere allow the other player a and members in attendance
tournaments but always wondere degree of participation. At \yould like to thank

if they should! Clubs from the the conclusion of all the Heather Coffey's

Bay of Plenty and Auckland matches, the players were Matamata/Cambridge team
regions enjoyed the hospitality of roundly congratulated by  for their hospitality and to
the Matamata-Cambridge club fo both coaches and spectator Garry Carpenter for

the day which was a great way fo arranging and holding an
clubs and members to wind-up  In attendance for the wrap oycellent event.
the year. up session and presenting

certificates of
The age of competitors ranged in
years from 6 to 51. The day
started at 10am and went through
to a wrap up session at 2pm. The
spirit of the competitors and
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The following Union members
recently competed at the 2009
World Champs and undoubtedly
have brought home invaluable
experience that can be passed ot
to their peers and junior
members. Matthew Beach had ¢
great start with a big win over
Venezuela 10 - 2, before losing a
hard fought and very close fight
against Kazakhstan's Beijing
Olympic Bronze medalist, 2 - 1.
While our female welterweight
Hayley Schofield managed to
hold her opponent from Cuba
down to a two to one point gap
before the Cuban crept ahead in
the last round winning 6-1. Alan
Brian, competing in the male
featherweight division, put up a
good fight but eventually lost to
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a close fight with Hungary, but
it was not quite enough to
secure the win, with the final
score 3 - 1 to Hungary. NZ male
heavyweight Dafydd Sanders
put up a strong performance
against Spain before finally
losing 7-2. Making her world
championships debut, female
middleweight Tneal Wilson lost
to Cyprus 10-0, while Andrea
Kilday, finweight, had an
exciting bout against the
Dominican Reblic before her
opponent edged out to a 9-6
win. Overall, our NZ Womens
Team is now ranked 40th out
of 107 countries, and our NZ
Mens Team is ranked 64th out
of 139 countries. Once again
congratulations to our NZ
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Poland in his preliminary match 5 Team and officials for their

- 1. While Malcolm Tester in the great effort and performances at ' (98&1

male bantamweight division had the World Champs.
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Aroha Miller from the the light is failing by 2pm,
Christchurch Olympic club has  being completely dark by 3pm.
kindly given us an update on It takes some getting used to,
where she is now: and there is still another week
to go before we hit the shortes
day of the year! Some ice is
beginning to form again in the
lakes; however the coldest
period will come after New
Year. Then you can ice skate
on the lakes and if enough
snow falls cross country ski in
Fhe areas nearby.

Hej from Stockholm, Sweden,
where | have been living for the
last 8 months. | moved over here
at the end of March 2009 with my
boyfriend Matthias, who some of
you will remember. He's
studying for his PhD at
Stockholm University. | arrived
to Sweden at the best time of yea
—spring. The days were getting Since being here | have been
longer, the sun was warming working as a freelance editor/
everything up and the ice was  writer for a web company,
melting. The seasons quickly ~ have continued to take work
transitioned to summer, where  through my business in NZ,
one has around 23 hours of where | mainly prepare
daylight at this latitude, although scientific manuscripts/

it never really gets dark, at best documents for clients, and als«
just dusky. Your motivationto  had a 4 month contract as a
get out and do things is sky high researcher at Sveriges

at this time of year with so much Lantbruksuniversitet

sunshine — it was not uncommon (Swedens’ Agricultural

to see people out for a run at University) or SLU. With no
1030pm or later as it was still car | was using public
daylight. Nature here changes transport to get to work, and
just as rapidly as the seasons, andravelling 1.5 hours each way
before | knew it | was swimming every day — something | would
in lakes that had been completelynever consider doing at home
frozen over when [ first arrived.  but is quite common here. |
Now however we are descending have checked out some TKD
rapidly into winter, and rather clubs while | have been here,
than referring to daylight, Swedesboth based in Stockholm.

call it “grey light” as it is They are both very strong
constantly overcast and grey. It iclubs that focus solely on

a dusky light around 830am, and competition/sparring style

TKD, with some very
talented members. | had
my arm twisted to enter
the Stockholm Opens in
May in the poomsae,
where | placed '8, rather
amusing given | had to
learn new poomsae for
the competition and the
coach was not interested
in poomsae at all.
Looking at the level of
TKD on display here, |
felt confident New
Zealand TKD
practitioners would have
no problem at all to
perform exceeding well.

| am still searching for a
club that encompasses
TKD as a whole martial
art, rather than just the
sport side, as | am no
longer interested solely in
sparring competition, plus
any club has a lot to live
up to, with Christchurch
Olympic setting a high
standard that is difficult
to meet.

We are looking at being
over here for another 4
years. Inthe mean time |
am enjoying my new
home, and am studying
hard to learn the Swedish
language!
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The Union Top of the South Nationals. The Blenheim cluk Olympic Taekwondo,
tournament was held in Blenhein who are run by a committee Hororata Taekwondo,
this year and again showed some solely of parents, and some Cardinals, Endeavour,
promising up and coming very capable younger Black New Brighton and
Kyoreugi and Poomsae Belt Instructors, did an Renwick.
competitors. All competitors on excellent job of bringing this
the day showed an excellent spiri event together on the day. The
and many used it as a first day also offered an excellent
tournament or to gain valuable  opportunity for young judges
experience in anticipation of the and referees to gain some
2010 Norths, Souths and experience. The best up and
coming referee award was
won by Chris Casey. The
Blenheim club and the Union
would like to thank the
following clubs for their
support and participation of
this tournament:
Christchurch Olympic
Taekwondo, Blenheim
Olympic Taekwondo, Shirley
2010 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
JANUARY
20-21
FEBRUARY Instructors Camp
MARCH
17-18
APRIL
TNZ Open
1st 15-16 29
MAY North Island Champs Gold Gazen Union AGM
19
JUNE South Island Champs
JULY
AUGUST
11
SEPTEMBER Union National Club Champs
TBC 30
OCTOBER TNZ BlackBelt Champs Top of the South
NOVEMBER

DECEMBER




